The Summer Campaign against Russia, 1915
had joined the other troops, succeeded on the i6th in breaking through the western line of forts. On the I7th General Litzmann crossed the Niemen and took the town and the eastern forts. The booty was not so great as at the taking of Novo Georgievsk, for it was not a case of storming a fortress which had been previously invested. The garrison had a way out in rear, and was in touch with the Russian forces on the east front. I have never been able to find out why that army did not help them, or whether the speedy fall of the works took it by surprise.
All the bridges, including the very important railway bridge, and also the tunnel on the east bank, had been destroyed, the latter, fortunately, not completely. It was soon restored. We were thus to a certain extent able to open a line of communications east of the Niemen in the direction of Wilna, even before the railway bridge was ready. It was a vital matter for the troops that it should be put in working order again if the operations were to progress as we hoped.
The town of Kovno was saved, with the exception of the factories ; these had been burned down and the population had fled. I had an opportunity of seeing how difficult it was for the troops to find billets without the co-operation of the inhabitants.
Immediately after the taking oi Kovno General von Eichhorn sent General Litzmann and his storm troops on towards the Wilna railway, and himself took the troops next in line across the Niemen. At the same time he directed the rest of the loth Army, the 2ist A.C., under General von Hutier, to push on with Olita as their main objective, and lighter forces to advance through Augustowo Forest towards Grodno. These iorces co-operated very closely with the advancing 8th Army, with which they were almost level.                                                                         H
General von Eichhorn intended to force the crossing of the Niemen along the whole line, an operation which fitted into the framework of our plans. It was entirely in accordance with our views. If, on the one hand, much remained to be done, especially where the armies were converging, on the other the armies elsewhere did much by independent decisions to facilitate the direction of the whole. Their sole duty was to
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